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From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 
OBSERVATIONS ON JOHN X11, 40, 41. 

“He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; 
that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand 
with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal 
them. ‘These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, 

and spake of him.” 

The person spoken of in this passage, whose glory 
Isaiah saw, is manifestly Jesus Christ, as is clear 
from the connexion in which the words stand ; and 
the glory spoken of, is that into which he entered 


ff the Majesty in the heavens. This is clear from 
the vision in which he is represented as possessing 
regal dignity, sitting upon a throne high and lifted 
up, exalted far above all principality and power, 
having a name above every name, being appointed 
the Sovereign of the Universe, the Judge of the 
quick and the dead, and the Dispenser of immor- 
tality and eternal life. 

That the pfophecy refers to the Messiah and his 
kingdom under the gospel, is also evident from the 
preceding words, for the Evangelist, speaking of the 
unbelief of the Jews, notwithstanding Jesus Christ 
had done so many miracles amongst them, assigns 
this reason for it, “Therefore they could not believe, 
because Esaias said, He hath blinded their eyes,” &c. 

The passage referred to by the Evangelist is a 
vision, (fer so Isaiah’s prophecy is called, chap. i. 1.) 
in which was represented to him the future exalt- 
ation and glory of the Messiah, and in which he 
was instructed to foretell that he would be rejected 
by the Jewish nation. The vision here referred to 
is that which is contained in the 6th chapter of his 
prophecy, as is plain from the quotation before us. 
Let us now advertto the vision itself. 

In the first verse of that chapter, the prophet says, 
“T saw also the Lord,” Adonai, by which title Je- 
sus Christ is spoken of in distinction from Jehovah, 
Ps. ex. 1. “Jehovah said (to donai,) to my Lord. 
sit thou on my right hand,” which refers to the same 
event with this prophecy, to the exaltation of Jesus 
after his resurrection {rom the dead ; and perfectly 
accords with the assertion of the Evangelist, that 
Isaiah saw Christ’s glory. “I saw the Lord, says 
he, seated upon a throne, high and lifted up.” “I 
overcame, (says Jesus, Rev. iit. 21.) and am set 
down with my Father in his throne.” Associated 
with him in his kingdom and glory, “Who is the 
blessed and only potentate, the King of kings, and 


Lord of lords;” so high and lifted up is Jesus 
Christ. 


Septuagint, his glory filled the temple.” His train 
probably is meant to represent the glory of his Ma- 
jesty, and the fulness of wisdom, power, and grace, 
which resides in him. “In him are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge.” “It pleased the 
Father, that in him should all fulness dwell.” “He 
is exalted that he might fill all things.” And we 
know that the temple of God, under the reign of 
the Messiah, is the church. The apostle, writing to 
believers, says, “Ye are the temple of the living 
God.” This temple his train fills. “In him dwells 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” says the 
same apostle. “And ye are menangauevor, filled by 
him.” Of his fulness,” says the Evangelist, “have 
all we received, and grace for grace.” “ Above it,” 
the prophet adds, “stood the Seraphim, each one 
had six wings,” &c. or round about him, as it is in 
the Septuagint. These are represented as his at- 
tendants, probably angels, who are put in subjec- 
tion to him, and are all of them his ministers “ sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation.” “'These cried one to another, and said, 
holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts, the whole 
earth is full of his glory.” The .4ngels, at the in- 
carnation of the Messiah, sang, “Glory to God in the 
highest,” and upon his exaltation to the throne of 
his kingdom, the Seraphim are rejiresented as cele- 
brating the holiness and glory of Jehovah. Never 
was there such manifestation of the glory of God, as 
in the administration of Jesus Christ, “who is the 
brightness of his glory, and whose Gospel is the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God ;” the things of 
which the Angels desire to look into, while they con- 
template its power and influence, as filling the whole 
earth with the glory of Jehovah. 

Thus does Isaiah describe what he saw of the 
glory of Christ. 

This vision overwhelmed the prophet, these splen- 
dors made him deeply sensible of his own impu- 
rity, and caused him to cry out, “ Wo is me, for I 
am undone, because I ama man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips, for mine eyes have seen the King Jehovah of 
hosts.” Unusual appearances of the divine power 
and glory have generally produced this effect; so 
When John had a vision of Jesus “in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks, he fell at his feet as 
lead ;” and Manoah when he had seen an .4ngel of 
God, exclaimed, “ We shall surely die, for we have 
seen God.” We are not therefore to conclude from 
this exclamation of the prophet, that the Lord Ade- 
nai, whom he saw seated on a throne was Jehovah 
of hosts, any more than we are to conclude from 





“And his train or skirts, or according to the 


that of Manoah, that the Angel which appeared to 
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him was God, or that Isaiah really saw Jehovah, 
who is the invisible; whom no man hath seen or 
can see, but he saw Jehovah manifesting his glory 
and perfections in the Messiah. “He that hath 
seen me, says Jesus, hath seen the Father.” 

The prophet adds, “Then flew one of the Sera- 
phims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar, and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips; and thine imiquity is 
taken away, and thy sin purged.” Also I heard 
“the voice of the Lord, denat(whom he had seen 
sitting upon a throne, and which the Evangelist in- 
forms us was Jesus Chirist,) saying, whom shail I 
send 2?” ‘Thus was the prophet in this vision, favour- 
ed like Paul to see Jesus, that just one in his glory, 
and to hear the voice of his mouth. 

The question, “ Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” is addressed I conceive to Jehovah. To 
whom but to him could it be addressed? Who bat 
God had a right to appoint who should be employed 
in the administration of the Messiah’s kingdom ? 
To whom could Jesus look, but to him, by whose 
will he was always directed, and whose commands 
he always fulfilled? Did he send forth ambassa- 
dors, they were the “Apostles of Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the will of God?” With the strictest 
propriety, therefore, is he represented as saying, 
Whom shall I send, and who shall go for us? The 
scene of the vision being the future glory of Christ, 
the prophet may be considered in the following 
words, as the representative of his ambassadors, 
“Then said I, here am I, send me. And he said, 
Go, and tell this people, hear ye indeed, but under- 
stand not,” &e. 

To this part of the prophecy the Evangelist re- 
fers, when he says, * These things said Esaias, when 
he saw his (Chwist’s) glory and spake of him.” 
“These things,” that is, those mentioned in the 
preceding verse. “He hath blinded their eyes, 
and hardened their hearts; that they should not see 
with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, 
and be converted, and I should heal them.” In 
these words, the prophet foretells that the gospel of 
Jesus would be despised and rejected by the Jewish 


people, that they would -neither have ears to hear, 
nor eyes to see, nor hearts to understand it. 

In order to illustrate this part of the prophecy, 
the principal inquiry is, to whom the Evangelist 
refers, when he says, He hath blinded their eyes, 


&e. That he cannot refer to the Divine Being, I 
think it is manifest, because the words are cited as 
his, he it is that says, “ Lest J Jehovah should heal 
them.” Itis not reasonable therefore to suppose, 
that speaking to himself in the first person, he would 
in the same passage speak of himself in the third 
person. 

Besides, if we understand by the pronoun he, Je- 
hovah, he will be represented as blinding their eyes, 
and hardening their hearts, in order to prevent him- 
self from healing them, as being the cause of their 
iniquity; as a pretext for inflicting punishments 
upon them, which surely cannot be admitted, it be- 
ing utterly Inconsistent with the divine character 
and perfettions. 





= —=—=~ 

In order then to ascertain who is intended by the 
pronoun he in the text, let us examine the prophece 
itself, and the various citations of it in the Ney. 
Testament. 

The prophecy, ver. 9, 10, the Lord Adonai js 5 
presented as saying to the prophet, “Go, and telj 
this people, Hear ve indeed, but understand not ; ang 
see ye indeed, but perceive not; make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shyt 
their eyes: lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with thei 
heart, and convert and be healed.” Here the uy. 
belief of the Jews, which is represented by these 
several expressions, appears to be ascrihed to the 
prophet; Ae it is who is commanded to make their 
heart fat, &e. How then did he fulfil this commis- 
sion? Surely not in a preper sense, by any direct 
or physical influence on their minds, causing unbe. 
lief and hardness of heart. This it was not ip his 
power to do; ner could that Being, who is infinite 
in benevolence, command him te do this, in ore 
to prevent his bestowing upen them those blessings 
which would be connected with their conversion 
and healing. None but a malevolent being could 
form a plan to promote the misery of intelligent 
creatures. Far be it from that Being, who is em 
phatieally said to be love, to make use of any means 
to prevent the exercise of his own goodness and 
mercy. 

In what way then, was the prophet to make the 
heart of this people fat? This he did no other way 
I conceive, than prophetically by foret®ling it; no 
is it uncommon to represent the prophets as doing 
that which they only predict shall come to pass; so, 
Jer. i. 10, God is represented as saying, “See! 
have this day set thee over the nations, and over the 
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to de- 
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.” 
And more expressly to our purpose, ehap. xxv. 1), 
“Thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me, take 
the wine-cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all 
the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it.” Again, 
ver. 17, “Then took I the cup at the Lord’s hand. 
and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the 
Lord had sent me.” And these are said, ver. 26, t 
be all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon 
the face of the earth. 

Now it cannot be imagined that these prophecies 
are intended to convey the idea, that Jeremiah was 
literally set over the nations and kingdoms for the 
purposes here mentioned, or that he was literally to 
go with the wine-cup of the Lord’s fury to all the 
nations enumerated in that ehapter, some of whom, 
at that time, were probably not in existence; but 
that he was to do this, by foretelling the judgment 
that should come upon them. In this sense I appre- 
hend it may be said of Isaiah, “ He hath blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their heart.” 

But we may observe further, that the prophet ts 
directed, prior to the command, to make their heart 
fat, to reprove them for their inattention to the evi- 
dences of the divine mission of Jesus, “ Go, and tel! 
this people, hear ye indeed, but understand not, 
and see ye indeed, but perceive nat.” So the Evaa 
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gelist says, “* Though he had done so many mira- 
cles before them, yet they believed not on him.” 
Their unbelief therefore, though predicted by the 
prophet, and in that sense, ascribed to him, is also 
ascribed to themselves. Thus in the New Testa- 
ment it is said, Matt. xiii. 14, 15, “In them is ful- 
filled the prophecy of Isaiah,” which saith, “ By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand ; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive, for this 
pe »ple’s heart ts waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes have they closed.” So 
also, Acts xxviii. 26, Paul citing this prophecy, 
ascribes their unbelief and opposition to the Gospe! 
to themselves. 

In Mark iv. 11, 12, Jesus is said to have spoken 
tothem in parables, “That seeing they may see, 
and not perceive ; and hearing they may hear, and 
not understand, lest at any time they should be con- 
verted, and their sins should be forgiven them.” 
The same is said, Luke viii. 10. And in the pas- 
sage under consideration, John says, “He hath 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; these 
things said Esaias when he saw Chiist’s glory and 
spake of him.” In these passages their blindness 
and hardness of heart is apparently ascribed to Je- 
sis Christ. He spake to them in parables, “ That 
seeing they might see, and not perceive.” When 
Fsaias said these things he spake of him. Not that 
the parables of Jesus were intended or calculated to 
have this effect: they were calculated to convey the 
most important instruction and admonition ; but his 
instructions were so opposed to their prejudices, 
that had they been delivered in plain language with- 
out a parable, they would probably have so enraged 
them, that he would have been cut off before the 
ends of his ministry could have been accomplished. 
Hence it was necessary that he should address them 
in this figurative style, though the effect would be 
increasing their blindness and hardness of heart. 
Nor is it more strange that Jesus Christ should be 
said to do this, than it should be said, that he cam: 
not to send peace on the earth, but a sword, to cause 
dissention and animosity between the nearest rela- 
tions. This was not indeed his design—he was the 
Prince of Peace, and his Gospel the Gospel oi 
peace; but this was eventually the effect of his 
coming and of his Gospel. Thus it was foretold of 
Him, that “he should be a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a 
gin and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
that he should be set for the falling and rising again 
of many in Israci, and for a sign that should be spo- 
ken against.” The appearance of his person, the 
nature of his claims, the doctrines he taught, and 
the dispensation he established, were all in opposi- 
tion to their views and expectations, and were the 
means of blinding their eyes and hardening their 
hearts. In this sense I conceive is the prophecy 
applied to Jesus Christ, while at the same time they 
themselves wilfully opposed and blasphemed the 
Gospel, shut their eyes against its glorious light, 
putting from them everlasting life, and judging 
themselves unworthy of it. 

In this view all the quotations of this prophecy 
harmonize and illustrate one another. 


REMARKS 
ON PSALM XI. 6, BY REQUEST OF D. R. 

“ Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and 
brimstone, and an horrible tempest ; the portion of 
their cup.” 

A correspondent, D. R. wishes a comment on the 
following passages; Ps. ix. 17; xi. 6. Isa. xxvik 
11. Heb. vi. 4, 5; x. 26,27. The first passage, 
Ps. ix. 17, we noticed briefly, ia Number 23, in our 
remarks on Mr. Kelsey’s Contrast. The next pas- 
sage is the subject for our present consideration, 

Should an opponent produce this quotation to 
prove that God was unmerciful, the following diffi- 
culty would appear. There is no qualification, and 
we insist upon the truth of the passage, and its uni- 
versal application to all the wicked children of men. 
Consequently, if the passage was contended to 
prove the endless misery of the wicked, whom God 
should thus punish, it would damn every son of 
Adam! The Scriptures are explicit. “There are 
none good, no, not one!” If none are good, all are 
wicked. “ Education has fastened prejudices upon 
the minds of the people, and wrong impressions 
blind them to truth and reason. Who, unless mis- 
lead by error, could suppose that snares meant end- 
less misery? That fire and brimstone, which are 
justly numbered among the beneficent gifts and 
bounties of a God of love, will produce intermina- 
ble wretchedness ? Or, that a tempest cannot be hor- 
rible, unless it blows world without end. The tem- 
pest witnessed in New-York, Sep. Sd, 1821, was, 
at the time, thought by most people to be a “ hor- 
rible tempest !” 

Of the snares spoken of, we read in Rom. xi. 9, 
of the Jews, “ Let their table be made a snare,” &c. 
See Ps. ix. 15. Sodom is described as destroyed by 
fire and brimstone, &c. Ezek. xvi. declares, that the 
Jews were more abominable than the Sodomites. 
Christ describes the tribulation of Jerusalem at its 
destruction, to have been greater than ever was 
from the beginning of the world, or ever should be. 
This suffering, great as it was, and greater than the 
affliction of the suffering by fire and brimstone, was 
only temporary. “God,” we are assured, “ doth 
not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.” 
That “he will not cast off for ever, but out of the 
multitude of his mercies he will have compassion.” 

—>——- 
“ PAIR WORDS BUTTER NO PARSNIPS.” PROVERB. 

A poor old man not long since in this city, was 
confined with severe sickness, and anxiously desired 
the prayers and conversation of a Rev. Doctor of 
Divinity, who lives not a thousand miles from the 
City Hall. The Rev. Dr. was repeatedly sent for, 
and finally written to, on the subject, but stood 
aloof! Reader, the cause was, the poor old man 
lived in a poor old house, beneath the rich and hon- 
ourable Doctor’s notice! A sinner called on the 
poor old man, administered to his pressing neces 
sities, and learning the conduct of the Rev. Dr. 
waited on him ina splendid carriage; when the 
Rev. Dr. with much Christian humility was pleased 
to ride a few rods, to the residence of the sick and 





poor man! 
The reader will make his comments ' 
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CONTRAST, &. 


(Continued from p. 199.) 
(> Read the text in the left hand column, and then read the contrast in the right, and so proceed through the hol 


BIBLE DOCTRINE. 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves, shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
John v. 28, 29. 

Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, 
and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: 
whither | go ye cannot come. John viii. 21. 

Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that 
be saved? And he said unto them, strive to enter 
in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in and shall not be able. Luke xiii. 
23, 34. (Please to read to the 30th verse.) 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption: but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest; which 
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, la- 
sciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, muiders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have told 
you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. (There isa sense in which some do the 


works of the flesh, and shall not inherit the king- 


dom of God: or the words of the apostle amount 
to nothing. Those that live and die in their sins 
are evidently intended.) 
REM 
The Rev. Mr. Kelsey, as usual, committed him- 
self, in his accusation by proxy, opposite his quo- 
tation from John y. 28, 29. Mr. K. has yet to learn, 
that all the damnation can be in this life, and at the 
same time, the resurrection spoken of, in the pas- 
sage quoted, be figurative of men becoming the 
subjects of the damnation. If Mr. K. will consider 
this passage parallel with Rev. xiv. 6, 7, as follows, 
he will be rid of the difficulty. “And I saw another 
angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, Saying, with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to him: for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him that made 
heaven and earth, and the fountains of waters.” 
The passage in John is figurative, and the resur- 
rection took place, progressively, at the commence- 
ment of the preaching of the Gospel by the apos- 
tles, or angels, or messengers; (which is a proper 
signification of the word.) Will Mr. K. have the 
condescension to admit, that the word rendered 
condemnation in the 24th verse, (of John v.) is the 
same word (varied in case,) which is rendered judge, 
in John xii. 47? And, having done this, will he 
concede, that the same word is rendered condemna- 


tion and condemned, in John iii. 18, 19, as follows ? 


UNIVERSALISM. 

When the dead shall hear the voice of the So), 
oi God, they shall come forth, uato the resurrection 
of life; whether they have done good or evil: for 
there is no such thing as a resurrection unto dam. 
nation: for all the damnation there is, is in this 
life. 

Although they did die in their sins, they could 
not suffer any injury by it: and as Christ went to 
heaven; whither he went they could come. 

Are there few that be saved? Strive to enter jn 
at the strait gate: for all men will seek to enter in, 
and shall be able. 


Be not deceived, man onght not to be terrified: 
for he that soweth to his flesh, and he that soweth 
to the Spirit, shall each of them reap life ever- 
lasting. 


Now the works of the flesh are manifest: whici 
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, |»- 
sciviousness, idolatry, witeheraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like: of the which I tell you, as I have told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God. (All the above men- 
tioned courses are pursued, and some die in the 
performance of them: yet they will be saved; and 
of course, they that do such things will inherit the 
kingdom of God.) 

(To be continued.) 

ARKS. 

“ He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not, is condemned alrgady, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten son of God. And this is the condemn 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.” Will Mr. K. preserve his con- 
sistency, by contending that men who are “ already 
condemned,” in this life, are suffering the pains ol 
an endless hell? If so, he will have the kindness to 
admit that he, the Rev. Mr. Kelsey, when he was 
an unbeliever, was made endlessly miserable! We 
think by this time, Mr. K. must have a taste of the 
meaning of the declaration, “The way of the 
transgressor is hard!” It is perhaps unnecessary, 
again to mention, that the word rendered damna- 
tion, in John y. 29, and judgment, in Rev. xiv. 7, 
are the same to an accent. Mr. K. is requested te 
compare Dan. x, 14; xii. 1, 2. with John v. 28, 29, 
and Rev. xiv. 6,7. We consider the resurrection 
spoken of, to be figurative of the nations emerging 
from the darkness of ages, to the knowledge of the 
reign of Christ. Those who believe, come to the 
knowledge of their salvation, in Christ, and enjoy 
the life of the age in this world. Those who dis- 
believe this truth, experience in their minds, con- 
demnation, if you please, which is a consequence 0! 
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refusing their assent to the character and purposes 
{ Him, whose name alone can bring salvation. 
They, therefore, endure the judgment of the age. 
They ave dead in their sins. They have no as- 
surance of the love and favour of God, consequent- 
4, have not Life; agreeably to the declaration of 
ihe prophet, “ In His (God's) favour is life.” The 
verse of this condition is death. If Mr. Kelsey 
ever knew or experienced the state, of being with- 
out a knowledge and assurance of the favour of 
God, he has also experienced the danmation spoken 
of in the passage he quoted from John v. 

Mr. Kelsey must now learn, that Universalism 
teaches a resurrection unto damnation, and appeals 
to his own experience for the truth of it! If Mr. 
K. prefers a worse damnation for his neighbours, 
we request him to pause—recollect, the measure 
you mete to others, shall be measured to you again. 
You, Sir, will likewise perish! Sir, we entreat 
\ou—Be advised, repent. Turn from your ways, 
which are evil, and believe and trust in that God, 
“who is the Saviour of all men,” &c. Be assured, 
Sir, that if you pervert the Scriptures of truth, if 
jou misrepresent the character of God, (“Gop 1s 
Love!) and occasion trouble and terrific appre- 
hensions of Deity, in the minds of others, your own 
soul shall be harrowed with terror of the monster of 
your own creation! You shall reap your reward. 
There is no Universalism which can shelter you, 
er coo] the flames of your tremendous HELL! 

Mr. Kelsey’s quotation from John viii. 21, and 
his remarks, which he styles Universalism, were 
very properly arrayed in opposition, We ask Mr. 
K. if the death we have spoken of, as the conse- 
quence of sin, which is a missing of the favour of 
God, is injurious? Our first (earthly) parents died 
in their sins. An apostle says, * Death hath pass- 
ed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Paul 
died in his sins. What will Mr. K. do with all 
these, himself included? Will any, eventually, go 

to heaven? If so, Mr. K. must concede, that a 

man can die in his sins, and, notwithstanding, go to 

heaven! But, Universalism will never acknowledge 
nor teach, that men will find heaven by sinning. 

A man might with as much propriety, plunge into 

the ocean to dry himself. The Jews, to whom the 

passage in question was addressed, were seeking 
tor life, and Jooking for a Messiah, the wrong way. 

Our Saviour told them the truth. We tell Mr. K. 

you, Sir, if you seek life where death only can be 

found, will find death, and death only. Mr. K. will 

please te read John xiii. 33, 

Mr. Kelsey’s next quotation is from Luke xiii. 

23, 24, and he says, “ Please to read to the 30th 


verse.” Will Mr. K. “please to read to the 35th 


verse?” It is possible we are as much gratified 


with the whole of this chapter, as Mr. K. can be. 
It is characteristic of Universalism to include the 
Mr. K. is welcome to our reason for 
this. The whole is more valuable than a part! 
Talk of dollars, and the argument will be seen in 
its full strength! But, talk of souls, trifles, and the 
pith and marrow of the subject is overlooked! Mr. 


WHOLE!!! 


chapter where his quotation is found, by ascertain 

ing the time when the “ Master of the house is risen 
up, and hath shut to the door,” &c. 
will admit the truth of Christ’s declaration, that the 
kingdom of God had then come unto men, he will 


If Mr. Kelsey 


have no difficulty in understanding the kingdom of 


heaven, to mean the Gospel church state, in this 


mode of being. We refer Mr. K. for illustrations 
of the subject, to Luke x. 9, 115 xi. 20; xii. 31, 
and Matt. xxi. 43, as follows: “Therefore I say 
unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.” It was the Jews from whom the kingdoin 
of God was taken. Jt was the Jews who were spo 
ken of in the chapter where your quotation is found. 
They are cast out. The door was shut when the 
Mosaic dispensation ended, and the Gospel burst in 
Divine effulgence upon the Gentile world. The 
Jews are now seeking, and are not able to enter. 
To them it is now said, “ Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” Universalism teaches, that the time will 
come, when the Jews shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord! We therefore 
tell Mr. Kelsey, that Universalism, so far from say- 
ing that “all men will seek to enter and be able,” 
says, with the Scriptures, of the Jews, Rom. xi. 
28—32, “ As concerning the gospel, they are ene- 
mies for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for their fathers’ sakes. For the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through their unbelief, 
even so have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all.” Universalism 
farther teaches, that but few enter the kingdom of 
God, or of Heaven, in this mode of being; but in 
accordance with the Scriptures, teaches, that “ All 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 
name.” Ps, Ixxxvi. 9. 

Mr. Kelsey quotes Gal. vi. 7, 8, and accuses Uni- 
versalists of teaching, that every man that soweth 
to the flesh or spirit, shall alike reap life everlast- 
ing. This slander is too rank to deceive the honest 
and candid. Mr. K. now knows, for the first time, 
we believe, the meaning of the words rendered 
everlasting life. Universalism teaches with the 
apostle, that “he that soweth to the flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption.” Not out of the flesh. 
When man is raised incorruptible, he cannot reap 
corruption, 

Mr. K. then quotes Gal. v. 19, 20,21. We think 
the reader must agree with us, that Mr. Kelsey, un-, 
less he is very stupid, must understand what is 
meant by the kingdom of God. Now we tell Mr. 
K. that Universalism teaches, that those characters 
named by the apostle will not inherit the kingdom 
of God. Let Mr. K. beware, of again accusing us 





Kelsey will better understand the subject of the | falsely! 


Mr. K. by reading the following, can 
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judge, whether the characters alluded to are end- 
lessly excluded God’s favour, 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. 
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, not 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
And such were some of you; but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” Mr. K. will please to consider the meaning 
of the words, “Such were some of you.” Mr. K. 
says, of theseharacters, “ Those that live and die 
in their sins are evidently intended.” How evi- 
dently, Mr. Kelsey ? Again, read, “ Such were some 
of you!” Now we tell Mr. K. that all men die in 
their sins: no man can live in sin! “To be carnal- 
ly minded is death. But to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace.” This, Sir, is Universalism, and 
you have our consent to report it as such. But, 
Sir, be careful how you again accuse us falsely ; 
“Jest a worse thing come upon you.” 


(To be continued.) 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

In a late Christian Mirror, a publication recently 
established in Portland, Me. is a letter written in 
Edgefield, S. C. by B. Manly, which treats of a 
great and happy reformation, as it is called, in that 


place and its vicinity. We have the following as 
an instance of the good work begun there, and 
which seems to be the cause of the author’s highest 
rejoicing. 

“In one settlement, not far from the Meeting- 
house, the people have literally left off their domestic 
business, and are going night and day, far and 
near where they can hear of a prayer meeting.” 

I am no enemy toa REFoRMATION. No! God 
forbid that I should ever be the means of staying 
its progress. It is my most sincere desire that 
men may reform, and it is what I would ever de- 
light to promote by every fair and effective method. 
A reformation as I conceive makes bad men Goon. 
It makes people sober, honest, industrious, kind and 
provident. But is that a reformation which allows 
the indolent to be more indolent! Nay, which 
draws off the industrious from their accustomed 
labours, and leads them into perpetual idleness? 
Is that a reformation which causes men to neglect 
the “labouring of six days,” and to cease “to 
provide for one’s household,” and which if contin- 
ued, must make destitute and wretched families ? 
Is it a subject of rejoicing when “ people literally 
leave off their domestic business?” Is that a reli- 
gious reformation when parents absent themselves 
trom their families “night and day,” and going 
far and near where they can hear of a prayer meet- 
ing? If such a course of conduct is a real reforma- 
tion among the citizens of Edgefield, what an idea 
does this writer give us of their former habits! And 
though he rejoices for the good which he thinks has 
thus far obtained ; we should be much more grati- 
Sed jf they could have a reformation upon thet re- 





formation, until they become industrious ang pro. 
vident citizens. 1 do not however believe that it 
a reformation. I believe that the people are tory, 
now than they were before, for if “ they have |ixe. 
rally left off their domestic business,” it infers t),,; 
they did once attend to it. And if they once obey. 
ed the Divine command, to “labour” and to « pepe 
vide for their own household,” but now do not—;; 
seems to be a retrograde step, and calls for oy, 
regret rather than our joy. If this is the state of 
society in Edgefield, well may we exclaim, O tey. 
pora! O mores! 

The writer of the letter says, that “ this frujt of 
this REVIVAL is fast increasing and seems likely t 
spread !” If this enthusiasm increases we may 
look next for mone surcipEs. Good Lord deliyey 
us from it! Let not the southern indolence por 
their deadly superstitions ever reach the industrious 
and peaceful abodes of New-England. Stay its 
march, O ye teachers of religion, and resist its ap. 
proach, ye advocates of morality ! 

—— 
“THE BROADWAY,” OR POPULAR 
LOGIC. 

On Tuesday evening, October 29th, we heard a 
Methodist preacher, (whose name we were told was 
Mitchell,) in the Methodist church in Allen-street. 
His object was the confutation of the “ doctrine of 
That men, in this 
mode of being, may lose their faith, and consequent 
confidence in the favour and love of God, is easily 
proved. The preacher, of course, proved it. In 
doing so, however, he quoted, as he said, the pas- 


the perseverance of the saints.” 


sages which are supposed to teach the contrart 
doctrine. Not believing the truth himself, it could 
not be supposed that he should teach it to others, 
Therefore, he fell into the opposite error from his 
opponents. He took it for granted, that the man 
who lost his faith, lost bis soul, and was damned 
endlessly. His opponents, conceiving this would 
be the consequence of losing their faith, contend, 
that faith, once obtained, cannot be lost. We were 
amused to see the finesse of this would-be great 
man. He quoted Paul’s declaration, Rom. vii. 38, 
39, as a passage supposed to prove his opponents’ 
doctrine, and quoted it from memory, neglecting 
to turn to the passage, and confessing that he did 
not recollect how it read. He was extremely care- 
ful to jabber in an almost unintelligible manner, 
that part, which he, unfortunately, happened to re- 
collect. And then attempted to upset the whole, 
by declaring of Paul, that he was afraid lest he 
should be a castaway! We have seen and heard, 
gentlemen of quite as extraordinary talents as |o- 
gicians, as this Rev. Mr. Mitchell. Consequently, 
were not surprised to hear him declare, in the most 
unqualified terms, what he called facts, which be, 
nor no other person living can bring a shadow of 
truth to substantiate. A man of this description 
might amuse an enlightened audience, for a mo- 
ment, with his bottomless assurance: but they would 
soon be disgusted with his ignorance and presump- 
tion. Notwithstanding he audibly declared his 
readiness to meet any man who stands in “twe 
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shoes,” we think children could be found, who 
vould econfute him bare-footed! To our know- 
ledge, the Rev. Mr. Mitchell has not been outdone 
jut once in logic, as follows: A preacher having for 
his text a passage which contained the word right- 
vous, told his audience, that the word was suscep- 
tible of more than one meaning. That it meant 
righteous, and right-teous. Mr. Mitchell quoted 
Ezek. xviii. 26, “When a righteous man turneth 
away from his righteousness, and committeth ini- 

ity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he 
th done shall he die” and said, it was evident, 
that the word dieth meant the natural death of the 
body, and the word die, a spiritual death, there- 
hare. the man died eternally!!! We pity our breth- 
ren of the human family, who are so blinded as 
patiently and complacently to listen to such misera- 
ble ignorance, and to countenance, with their ap- 
probation, a man in such folly! Ignorance, we 
caid—It would be charity to let it pass for that, and 
sign no other cause. Still, it is difficult to sup- 
pose this man to be so near the dividing line be- 
ween rationality and idiocy, as to be incapable of 
‘taining to common sense in his expressions. 
What dishonesty and cupidity must we attach to 
him, if he knew better, and wantonly perverted, 
where he did not wish to explain! Let iruth ap- 
pear, and his dagon falls! His arguments are like 
the spider’s web, when the whirlwind With irresis- 
tible fury prostrates the sturdiest oaks, and sweeps 
with destruction’s besom, the surface of the habita- 
ble elobe. 

Should these remarks meet the eye of this 
preacher, or any of his hearers, he, or they, are 
requested to attend to the following particulars :— 
First, Mr. Mitchell made the atascov or eternal, or 
everlasting life, which is the consequence of faith in 
Christ, to be the endless well-being of the soul, in 
another mode of being posterior to the present. 
He proved, or at least, wished his hearers to take it 
for granted he believed, that mankind could have 
faith in Christ, of the right kind, genuine faith, and 
lose it forever! It never entered this man’s head, 
ind we fear but very few of his hearers’, that he was 
destroying his own doctrine more effectually, than 
he was confuting his supposed opponents. For, 
put all sectarian opinions out of the question, there 
is not any truth more irresistibly taught in the 
Scriptures, than the truth, that he that believeth on 
the Son, hath (possesses in the present tense,) avwreor 
or everlasting, or eternal life! And so unequivo- 
cally has Christ taught this, that we feel safe in 
challenging all men, to produce of their own inven- 
tion, terms or phrases, which shall excel in energy, 
clearness, and unequivocal expression, the follow- 
ing:—“He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, vet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me, shall never die!” Therefore, Mr. 
Mitchell, when he admits that man, in this life, can 
helieve in Christ, and afterward lose his faith, and, 
at the same time, predicates his hopes of happiness 
beyond the grave, on the word rendered eternal, 
destroys his own hopes, and proves beyond the pos- 


eternal life is as precarious as the mind of fekle 
man! 
This gentleman hinted, that if God’s love was 
endless, the fact that God loved the world, would 
substantiate, what he called, the Universalian 
doctrine. He, however, would not admit that God 
loved mankind, only conditionally. He asserted, 
that the Bible contained no promise which was not 
coupled with a condition. With this part of his 
subject, we shall make short work. See Gen. iii. 
15. Rom. v. 8. Isa. xxv. 6-8 5 xxvi. 193; xlv. 22-25; 
lv. 8-13; (of this passage we ask, Is seed time and 
harvest conditional? If you answer yes! Read 
Matt. v. 45!) Deut. vii. 6—8; (if there is a con- 
dition here, the Israelites must have complied with 
it before they were born!) Prov. iii. 12. Heb. xii. 
6—10; then admit that God loved the world! Jer. 
xxxi. 3. 1 John iv. 10. 
We are not ambitious of meeting Mr. Mitchell 
as an opponent, for we are aware, that from the 
sample we have seen of his logic, there would be 
no laurels in a victory! We offer the above to his 
hearers; and inform him, that when he has dis- 
posed of what we have here served up, he shall not 
be suffered to remain idle, shouid he wish for more 
employment! 

——<—f>__- 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
The following Letter was addressed to Bishop Hobart abeut 
eleven months since: we can vouch for its authenticity, 
although it has never before appeared in print. 

To our Father, the Bishop John H. Hobart. 
Fatner—We have received your communica- 
tion dated Utica, and have taken the advice you 
therein gave us. We have waited the return of 
Mr. Williams, but he gave us no satisfaction. We 
are satisfied that he is engaged in the service of a 
speculating company, who have for their object the 
routing of the Indians from their plantation. We 
are able to prove that a letter has been seen from 
the Cashier of the bank at Geneva, purporting to 
be an answer to one sent to him by Mr. Williams, in 
which an application had been made to draw $250 
in the name of a certain company, which we forbear 
to name at this time, stating that the company would 
comply with his request only on condition of his 
removing the Indians. 

Fatuer—We have no disposition to complain 
unreasonably, we wish to do right, and we want to 
be treated honourably by others, and especially by 
our Minister. We have lost our confidence in him, 
we are afraid he is not honest. 

We had left in the hands of Judge Miller and Na- 
than Williams, after building our Meeting-house, 
254 dollars, out of which we have been furnished 
with a bell for our Meeting-house at 154 dollars, 
including transportation, and 10 dollars for hanging 
it. The rest of the money, Mr. Williams, by some 
means or other, has obtained without our approba- 
tion, and renders no account for it. We had de- 
signed that money to pay for building our Mission- 
ary house; but Mr. Williams pretended that there 
was no money left, and we have had to pay $200 
out of our annuities for that building, but we have 





sibility of refutation, on his own premises, that 


since ascertained how the business stands. 
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Fatrner—Mr. Williams is taking every measure 
to deceive us, to bring us to the necessity of leaving 
the land of our nativity. He has sent a message to 
Buffalo, to state to the Indians there, that the 
Oneida tribe, is preparing to go to Green-bay, when 
we have no such intention. There are a few indi- 


viduals among us, and very few, who are agreed 
with his plan, we are determined not to be ruled by 


a man of so much intrigue. 

Fatrner—We are not alittle astonished at the 
conduct of the man, you have sent us for a teacher. 
We had no expectation that he would, or could use 
the Oneida Nation, as he has done; but we think 
we have found him out and all his plans. He is not 
contented in the place where you have put him, but 
he wants to rule, and have the command of the six 
nations. 

Farurr—We wish you to take away this man, 
and give us one that is a true minister of the gospel. 
We don’t want a man that is a speculator for a min- 
ister; We want a man that will attend to the duties 
of his holy office, and look to the good of our souls, 
and be content with his station. We have no de- 
sign of renouncing our religion, we are established 
in the faith, but we wanta good minister to go be- 


fore us. 
We have many pious old people among us whose 


feelings are much wounded with the conduct of 
Mr. Williams, they say they never knew a minister 
conduct as he has done before. 

Fatuer—We are sorry to find these things have 
a bad effect in the minds of the Indians of other 
tribes, and prejudices them against receiving the 
gospel. They say they are better off without it than 
we are with it; while we are all confusion among 
us, they remain in peace. 

Fatner—We consider ourselves an independ- 
ent nation, and when we get ready to emigrate we 
will take measures to secure a country where WE 
think best. We don’t want aman to come from 
another tribe to persuade and compel us to go where 
he says is best, we wish to choose for ourselves, we 
have the right, and no man shall take it from us, 
and we consider it an insult for any man to attempt 
such a thing. We think we have used Mr. Wii- 
liams in every respect well. We have furnished 
him with grain, hay and wood, besides presents in 
meat, &c. ever since he has lived here. He has also 
drawn his share in our annuities every year, and we 
have given him 150 acres of land valued at 1500 
dollars, and besides all this, he receives annually 
seventy dollars, which is the rent of lands we have 
let out in Westmoreland, which were appropriated 
by the nation for the support of the Mission at this 
place. 

The Oneida nation has always stood like a great 
tree, firmly rooted—and with great branches, which 
is not to be rooted up—and has always been con- 
sidered so by the general government. 

Mr. Williams has complained much that he could 
not live unless we should give him more salary, that 
the Bishop gave him but little, but we think if he 
had been a true Christian, he would have been con- 





tented. Mr. Williams told us before he started on 


his journey, that the Bishop had directed him to a, 
and that he would go if he bad to go through a lake 
of fire. Mr. Williams has always told the Nation 
that they were not worthy to speak to the Bishop, 
but we have presumed to address him as a friens 
and a father; we could come to a close by Stating 
that the chiefs of both parties are assembled, an¢ 
unite in this request to you for aid in this time of 
trial. We hope you will give us a gracious hearins 
and relieve your obedient children from this tn. 
then of grief of which we complain. Farewell, 

Antony Ostregerate Thomas Swamp, 

Hendrick Smith, John Thompson, 

Moses Schuyler, Moses Ostrezerate, 

Thomas Summer, William Schuyler, 

Martin Dinney, Peter Summer, 

Captain Peter, Jacob Otot Sait, 

Antony T'a-wa-gua-cah-lock-gua, 

Abm. Wat-sa-tak, Wm. Comelius, 

Hendrick Schuyler, Jacob Anthony, 

Nicholas Cah-vate-coon-ter, 

Martinus White, Adam Scanadwah, 

Jacob Doxtader, Thomas Webster. 
Signed in the presence of 

ROBERT POWELL 

Oneida Castle, Nov. 12, 1821. 

—— 
From Muirhead’s Travels. 

The pulpit of the grand Parochial church, at Brus. 
sels, a curious production of Henry Verbruggen, of 
Antwerp, is placed in the middle of the nave. At 
the base are Adam and Eve, big as life, the Expell- 
ing Angel, and Death in the rear! Our first parents, 
though closely pursued, bear upon their shoulders 
the terrestrial globe, the cavity of which is filled by 
the preacher!! From the globe rises a tree, whose 
top extends into a canopy sustaining an angel, and 
Truth exhibited asa female genius. Above are the 
Virgin and the Infant Jesus crushing the serpent’s 
head with a cross, ‘The steps on either side appear 
as if cut from trunks of trees, and are accompanied 
by carvings of the ostrich, eagle, peacock, parrot, 
&e. 

—_>—-. 
“SALVATION OF JUDAS ISCARIOT.” 


“4 DiScourse delivered at the Universalist Church. 10 
the city of Hadson, on Sabbath evening, October 6, 1522, 
by David Pickering ;” is For Sale at this Office—Price, one 
shilling. 

 — 


[> The season is approaching when the citizens gene- 
rally will return to the city, and this Paper be regularly de- 
livered to our Subscribers. That portion of the Patrons «' 
the Gospel Herald, whose papers, by reason of absence, 
have been discontinued, are requested to examine thet 
Numbers, and ascertain, to a certainty, the last they recet’- 
ed, to prevent mistakes in supplying their deficiencies. This 
will be attended with very little time and trouble ; whereas 
an indiscriminate and irregular adjustment of the supply ot 
Papers to absent Subscribers, cannot possibly benefit a) 
one, and would, probably, subject the proprietors of th: 
Paper to a loss of some hundred dollars. Our friends, gen’- 
rally, who may notice this advertisement, are requesied to 
communicate this ‘uformation, as opportunity may ofer, 
those concerned, &c. 
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